
 

 

 

 

 

Honolulu Ethics Commission News Bulletin May 2017 

THE COMPASS: Navigating Ethics for 

the City & County of Honolulu 
 

 

“To give real service you must add something which cannot be bought or measured with 

money, and that is sincerity and integrity.” --Douglas Adams 

 

The Commission bids a fond farewell to Commissioners Stanford Yuen and Stephen Silva 

and thanks them for their generous service to the community.  We welcome new 

Commissioners David Monk and Lynette Lo Kanda.   

    

 

 

One of our top Frequently Asked Questions is:  What types of issues does the Ethics 

Commission handle?  We answer this question below and provide information as to 

where you can find assistance with other issues that are outside of our jurisdiction.    

 

    

 

 

ETHICS REFRESHER:   

What the Ethics Commission DOES and DOES NOT do.  

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

What We DO:   

Advise, educate, and enforce the City's Standards of Conduct, Revised Charter of 

Honolulu Article XI.      

 Personal conflicts of interest 

 Financial conflicts of interest 

 Conflict of interest disclosure  

 Incompatible outside business activities 

 Accepting and soliciting gifts 

 Safeguarding confidential information  

 Receiving outside compensation for city work 

 Appearing on behalf of a private interest before city agencies 

 Representing private interests against the city 

 One-year cooling off period after leaving city employment 

 Restrictions on post-city employment 

 Misusing city resources 

 Nepotism 

 Preferential treatment 

 Financial transactions with subordinates  

 Exempt employee financial disclosure filings 

 Lobbyist registration and annual reports 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

What We DON'T Do: 

Address issues beyond our jurisdiction.  Contact the appropriate city, state, or federal 

agency (in parenthesis).  

 General complaint hotline (Dept. Customer Services - (808) 768-4381) 

 Civil rights violations (Hawaii Civil Rights Commission - (808) 586-8636)  

 Human resources/union grievances (Dept. Human Resources  (808) 768-

8500  

 Workplace safety (Occupational Safety and Health Division, State Dept. of 

Labor and Industrial Relations - (808) 586-9110) 

 Criminal conduct (Honolulu Police Dept. - 911) 

 State employee ethical conduct (State Ethics Commission - (808) 587-0460 ) 

 Sunshine law violations (State Office of Information Practices - (808) 586-

1400) 

 Uniform Information Practices Act violations (State Office of Information 

Practices - (808) 586-1400) 

 City audit requests (Office of the City Auditor - (808) 768-3134)  

 State audit requests (Office of the State Auditor - (808) 587-0800) 

 Financial transaction, internal control monitoring (Internal Control Division, Dept. 

Budget and Fiscal Services - (808) 768-3901) 

 Campaign spending and finance law violations (Hawaii Campaign Spending 

Commission - (808) 586-0285) 
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 Whistleblower actions (Hawaii State Bar Association Lawyer Referral & 

Information Service - (808) 537-9140) 

 City procurement violations (Purchasing Division, Dept. Budget and Fiscal 

Services - (808) 768-5535) 

 State procurement violations (State Procurement Office - (808) 586-0554) 

 Employment discrimination and harassment complaints (City - (808) 768-

8505, State - (808) 587-1162, or Federal Equal Employment Opportunity Office - 

1-800-669-4000) 

 

     

 
 

 
  

 

 

Not sure?  Call the INTEGRITY HOTLINE:  1-877-365-OAHU 

Available 24/7/365.  You do NOT have to give your name.  

 

    

 
 

 

Honolulu Ethics Commission 

925 Dillingham Blvd., Ste. 190, Honolulu, HI 96817 

Website:  www.honolulu.gov/ethics 

Email:  ethics@honolulu.gov 

Phone:  (808)768-7787 

"We Hold the Public's Trust."  
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