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ENV News

ON LAND, IN WATER

Everyone is very familiar with refuse, 
recycling, storm water and wastewater; 

however, did you know our department 
has a team that works on top and under 
the water?  Well, it's time to familiarize 
yourself with our fellow brethren within 
the ENV circle - the Oceanographic Team.
 Colin Kishi, who supervises nine Water 
Quality Technicians, has been with the 
group since 1986.
 Th e Techs are SCUBA certifi ed and 
have one year of monitoring and sampling 
under the belts.
 Th e group ranges from ages 25 to 56.  
Th eir day starts at 5 a.m. with monitoring 
anything from water, sediment, corals, fi sh, 
currents and air.  Th eir fi ndings are then 
sent to ENV's Laboratory for testing.
 As with any diving group, the "Team" 
concept or "Buddy" system is stressed.  "It 
is very important to stick together and 
work together, especially 120-feet down," 
Kishi stated.
 Nevertheless, dangers lurk beneath the 
water and can emerge at any given time.
 "I remember doing some testing under 
the moi cages at Pearl Harbor," Kishi said.  
"I counted 21 sharks - Gray Reef and 
Galapagos - in the vicinity, and we had 
to use a 3-pronged spear to keep them at 
bay."
 Th e Ocean Team uses three boats - 
two Boston Whalers and a 38-foot Le 
Clercq Marine boat - to conduct its daily 
monitoring and sampling.  Also, the team 
utilizes two Roves capable of deploying 
250 feet below the surface of the ocean to 
video the four ENV outfalls.
 Th is type of job may not be for 
everyone, but at least nine enjoy what they 
are doing and providing a huge service to 
the City and ENV.

The City & County of Honolulu’s Department of The City & County of Honolulu’s Department of 
Environmental Services employs nearly 900 men and Environmental Services employs nearly 900 men and 

women in job-related fields covering environmental quality, women in job-related fields covering environmental quality, 
treatment & disposal, collection system maintenance, refuse treatment & disposal, collection system maintenance, refuse 

and administration.and administration.

ENV MISSION STATEMENT

“ TH E M I S S I O N O F T H E D E P A R T M E N T O F EN V I R O N M E N T A L 
S E R V I C E S I S  T O P R O T E C T P U B L I C H E A L T H A N D                     

T H E E N V I R O N M E N T B Y P R O V I D I N G E F F E C T I V E A N D       
E F F I C I E N T M A N A G E M E N T O F WA S T E WA T E R,  S T O R M WA T E R 
A N D S O L I D WA S T E D I S P O S A L S Y S T E M S F O R T H E CI T Y A N D 

CO U N T Y O F HO N O L U L U.”

ENV is serious about its responsibility to lay the 

best plans for the future, while working within 

fiscal constraints of the present to educate the 

public on measures protecting the public health 

and the environment.



ENV'S NISHIMURA RETIRES

Craig Nishimura, who has been a raig Nishimura, who has been a 
mainstay with ENV's Collection System mainstay with ENV's Collection System 

Maintenance Division for more than a quarter Maintenance Division for more than a quarter 
century, retired at the end of October 2012.century, retired at the end of October 2012. 
 The grizzled veteran of the sewer pipes and 
manholes gladly turned in his "foreva ringin" 
cell phone to try his hand in the private sector.
 Former and current ENV and City 
employees sent Nishimura on his way with a 
Farewell Luncheon at Halawa October 26.
 Nishimura took over the reins of CSM from 
George Richardson in 2004 after spending 
more than a decade as the CSM assistant chief.
 Nishimura will work with HDR on some 
international and federal projects, while joining 
former CSM fi eld supervisor Fuji Juan.

ENV's Craig Nishimura, chief of the Collection System Maintenance 
Division, called it a career after nearly 26 years of service within the 
City.  Effective November 1, the civil engineer turned in his badge and 
cell phone to enter the private sector.

LANUEVO, DOYLE NEW DIVISION CHIEFS

The Department of Environmental Services he Department of Environmental Services 
welcomes two new chiefs heading its welcomes two new chiefs heading its 

Refuse and Collection System Maintenance Refuse and Collection System Maintenance 
divisions. divisions. 
 Manuel "Manny" Lanuevo, who was ENV's 
deputy director the last several years, takes 
over as the chief of Refuse, while Frank Doyle 
steps in to oversee CSM after spending the last 
several years with the Honolulu Authority for 
Rapid Transportation (HART).
 Lanuevo was appointed ENV's deputy 
director in January 2009 after spending more 
than 20 years with the State's Department of 
Transportation-Airport Division.  His duties 
as deputy included overseeing refuse while 
playing an instrumental role in the latest Power 
Purchase Agreement with HECO/H-POWER's 
third boiler.  As a LEED engineer, he has also 
worked closely with co-generation and energy 
savings plans at Kailua, Honouliuli and Sand 
Island WWTPs.
 Lanuevo takes over the reins from acting 
chief Wilma Namumnart, who retired at the 
end of 2011.
 Doyle, a familiar face and name in the ENV 
ohana, spent almost all of his 35+ year tenure 

Manny Lanuevo
Refuse Chief

Frank Doyle
CSM Chief

with ENV as the chief of refuse.  During his time 
at ENV, just a few of his notable accomplishments 
were the brainchild of H-POWER, oversaw the 
development of landfi lls and aided in the rollout of 
curbside recycling.
 Formerly, Doyle was the chief of Refuse from 
1977, except 1990 to 1993, when he served as the 
Manager and Chief Engineer for the Offi ce of Rapid 
Transit and the past three years as the Deputy Project 
Offi cer of Administrative Controls with HART.
 Just in case you are long in the tooth and were 
wondering, no, Frank Doyle is not the acclaimed head 
writer of the old Archie Comics.  But I bet he wished 
he had the royalties associated with them!
 Suzanne Jones, ENV's recycling coordinator for 
more than a decade, was promoted to assistant chief of 
the Refuse Division as of Jan. 8, 2013.
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THE CITY IS IN HER BLOOD

One thing is for sure, Refuse Collection Equipment Operator ne thing is for sure, Refuse Collection Equipment Operator 
Denise Kekumu has "City" blood pumping through her veins.Denise Kekumu has "City" blood pumping through her veins.

 "This is like a second home with all the friendships I've made 
through the years," Kekumu said.
 Her extensive City bloodline began with her father, Dionicio 
(Cadinatan), who retired from DFM's Road Division.  She also has a 
brother, two brother-in-laws and a cousin employed by DFM along 
with a cousin-in-law at the Board of Water Supply. 
 Kekumu, who started with the division in 1986 in a 3-man manual 
collection crew, started driving a side-loader in 2000.  Her work week 
consists of four (Monday through Thursday), 10-hour routes that 
include Manoa, Moanalua Valley and Waialae Iki.
 "Auntie" as she is affectionately known as hasn't hinted at 
retirement.  Not as long as she can keep on smiling and reaching the 
gas pedal.
 "I love my job," Kekumu blurted out.  "I enjoy driving through the
 neighborhoods, picking up rubbish and making a difference."

Denise KekumuDenise Kekumu

APRIL IS EARTH MONTH!

Celebrate Earth Month at the 6th annual Mauka to elebrate Earth Month at the 6th annual Mauka to 
Makai Expo at the Waikiki Aquarium Saturday, Makai Expo at the Waikiki Aquarium Saturday, 

April 13.  This fun and educational event runs from April 13.  This fun and educational event runs from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and is co-sponsored by the City’s 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and is co-sponsored by the City’s 
Department of Environmental Services (ENV) and Department of Environmental Services (ENV) and 
the Hawaii Department of Health (DOH).  The expo the Hawaii Department of Health (DOH).  The expo 
will provide hands on displays from more than 20 will provide hands on displays from more than 20 
agencies that teach the importance of the watershed agencies that teach the importance of the watershed 
and promote Earth-friendly activities.   and promote Earth-friendly activities.   
 The event and parking are FREE at Waikiki 
Elementary School, and there are also lots of FREE 
giveaways!  The fi rst 500 families who collect 15 
stamps in their passport booklet will be eligible to 
receive a free native plant, courtesy of HECO.  
 For more information about the event visit www.
cleanwaterhonolulu.com.

Why should you be concerned about storm water?
When impervious surfaces replace vegetated surfaces, 
less rain water is absorbed by the soil and therefore 
more rain water becomes storm water runoff.  This 
runoff fl ows across the landscape and into the streets 
and gutters, where storm drainage systems collect the 
runoff and pipe it directly to streams and the ocean. 
Everything storm water runoff comes in contact with 
could be considered a pollutant, including dirt, leaves, 
trash, grass clippings, vehicle oils, pet waste, fertilizer 
and pesticides.               
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Dave Shiraishi, ENV Refuse Collection 
Administrator, was honored in November 2012 

with the Lifetime Membership Award presented by the 
American Public Works Association.  APWA President 
Joanne Hiramatsu presented the award to Shiraishi 
at the event.  Shiraishi is enjoying his 35th year of 
dedicated service with the City

Faces in the Crowd....
ENV SPOTLIGHT ACTIVITIES

Congratulations to ENV's Laboratory and 
Ocean Team who garnered top honors 

in the Team Spirit category at this year's 
Christmas tree contest at Honolulu City 
Lights.  
 The group planned, designed and 
resurrected this year's winning tree on last 
minute notification.  
  The display also includes an automated 
bubble machine the keiki really enjoy!

ENV "SPIRITED" 
CHRISTMAS DISPLAY

 Honolulu City Lights Public Workers Parade 
is always a highlight for the residents of 

Honolulu and of course ENV employees.
 A Vactor truck was decorated in the holiday 
spirit resembling a scene from "Finding Nemo" 
by CSM's Darcy Aila and his "elves."
 The gang spent countless hours cutting 
out and painting the wood shaped characters 
and mounting them along with the numerous 
strings of light on the vehicle.
 Great job!
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ALOHA ENV EMPLOYEES!

NEW HIRES

Div. Name  Position
CSM Mark Boehm  WWPS Operator
CSM Jolly Duyan  WWPS Operator
ADM Pam Gomes  Private Secretary-Director
CSM Milton Grado  WWPS Operator
ADM Lori Kahikina  ENV Director
ADM Eduardo Manglallan  ENV Deputy Director
CSM Maya Uyehara  WWPS Operator

IN-HOUSE PROMOTIONS/TRANSFERS

Div. Name  Position
EQ Russell Brain  CE IV
WTD Rico Bascuna  WWTP Operator III
CSM Frank Doyle (Tr.)  Branch Chief
REF Suzanne Jones  Asst. Branch Chief
REF Clyde Kawahara  Transfer Station Equip. Oprtr.
REF Kelly Kehoe (Tr.)  Transfer Station/LF Super. II
WTD Tonya Ketza  Community Relations Specialist
WTD Hung Leung  Electronics Technician
WTD Larry Mallari  WWTP Supervisor IV
EQ Jordan Nakagawa (Tr.) Engineering Support Tech II
WTD Dennis Venturini  WWTP Operator IV

RETIREMENTS

Div. Name Yrs Position
CSM Celso Abamonga 25 WWPS Operator
WTD Pablita Bihag 19 Building Custodian I
WTD Adrian Iwamoto 17 WWTP Operator IV
WTD Glenn Kaawalauole   8 Lead WW Maint. Mechanic
WTD Wade Maeda 20 WWTP Operator IV
WTD Todd Matsushita 31 WWTP Operator IV
CSM Craig Nishimura 25 CSM Branch Chief
CSM Douglas Pires 18 WWPS Operator
WTD Felicisimo Quibilan 28 Plant Maintenance Technician
WTD Mario Raquino 30 WWTP Operator IV
WTD Teruhito Toda 24 Lead Electronics Technician
WTD Marvin Toma 30 WWTP Operator III
WTD Gary Yoshida 18 Electronics Technician

QUOTABLES

“Every storm water system 
functions perfectly,

as long as it is not raining.”

-Andy Reese,
(VP at AMEC)  Follow ENV on Twitter!

@hnl_env

Henry Chang, whose invention saves the City 
about $91,000 annually in maintenance labor 

costs, is one of many talented employees in ENV.
 The Sand Island WWTP has an ultraviolet 
disinfection unit (UV) that kills pathogens in the 
effl uent before discharging into the ocean.  
 The UV has 1680 ultraviolet bulbs that provide 
the disinfection process.  It also has 420 sacrifi cial 
anodes whose purpose is to prevent corrosion in 
the UV.  
 To replace the spent anodes, the maintenance 
staff needed to remove a yolk held by two bolts 
and drop the wiper sleeves before being able to 
have suffi cient room to remove and replace the 
anodes.
 Chang’s invention now provides direct access 
to remove and replace the anodes, without needing 
to remove the yolk and wipers.  What used to 
take hours to do before, now can be done in a few 
minutes.
 Congratulations to Henry for inventing a tool 
that makes it easier for staff to maintain the UV 
and save the City big bucks.

WTD'S CHANG INVENTS 
ANODE REMOVAL TOOL
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