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What is a private storm drain connection?

Private storm drain connection means “any conveyance of

storm water, including but not limited to any drainage pipe,

ditch, or swale connected to any drainage facility or separate

storm sewer system, including any curb or gutter.”
[Revised Ordinances of Honolulu Section 14-12.2]

Residential

Curb and Gutter

Commercial/Industrial

e

Ditch
(Channel)

Drainage Pipe e

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Why does the City require licenses for storm drain connections?
What are they concerned about?

A: The requirement of licenses for private drain connections is part of
the City’s NPDES permit. The main reason for requiring licenses is
to detect and eliminate any illegal discharges or pollutants from
entering the drainage system through these drain connections.

Q: | inherited an old home where | think my indoor plumbing pipes
and downspouts have been connected to the City’s MS4. Do | need
a private drain connection license or can my connections remain
under a “Grandfather” rule?

A: There is no “grandfather” rule—you need to obtain a private drain
connection license. All direct connections, including existing ones,
designed for the conveyance of storm water from non-municipal
and private drainage systems to the City’s MS4 require this
license. The license allows existing drain connections to remain in
place. If you do not wish to obtain the license, you must disconnect
your piped connection.

Q: Why is a private drainage system on my property? | didn’t install
it— why can’t the water just flow over the ground instead of a
swale?

A: Private drainage systems are usually installed during the initial
design and construction of the group of homes that it serves. Such
drainage systems are typically found along hillsides where it may
not be possible or cost effective to direct runoff towards the street.
A private drainage system captures and conveys water away from
the group of properties it serves, and prevents runoff from
overflowing into and possibly flooding your downhill neighbor.

Q: | just found out that the swale in my backyard is part of a private
drainage system. Can | just fill it in instead of getting a license?

A: Filling or rerouting of a drainage system may cause flooding of
your property or your neighbor’s property. Changes to the drainage
system should NOT be done without guidance from an engineer
who can check for potential flooding concerns.

Q: What can | do with the storm water if | disconnect my roof
downspout connection?

A: You can direct the runoff toward a landscaped area or planter box
to use the runoff for irrigation or you could capture the runoff in a
rain barrel for later use as irrigation.

How can | get more information?

Storm Water Quality Branch............ccccoeeevveeeennnns 768-3242
Environmental Concern Line.........ccccooeeevveevvrnenen. 768-3300
ONliNE ., www.cleanwaterhonolulu.com

Do you have an illegal
storm drain connection?

BE AN EVERYDAY
CLEAN WATER

City and County of Honolulu
Department of Environmental Services

Communily. Commitment. Confinuily

1/2013
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Here are some examples of storm drain connections:

Residential

4+— Corrugated
hose

A corrugated hose connected to the roof
drain discharges runoff directly into the
gutter.

A drain pipe discharges pollutants into the
stream.

(:ommerciallndustrial_

.Outlet
through
curb -

Underground pipes convey runoff to the
gutter through the curb.

A drain inlet on a private road collects and
conveys runoff into the City’s storm drainage
system.

Corrugated

>

hose

4 Y - _:r;'ﬂ

A corrugated hose discharges runoff directly
into a stream.

A swale within private property is a private
drainage system that typically provides drainage
for multiple property owners. Filling, removing,
or diverting a drainage system should NOT be
done without engineering analysis. These
actions change the drainage pattern, which may
result in flooding.

A drain pipe connects runoff from a parking lot
directly into a City drainage channel.

A catch basin in a private parking lot collects
and conveys runoff into the City’s storm
drainage system.

Concrete patch for -
underground pipe

Outlet J :
« through curb

An underground pipe conveys runoff to the
gutter through the curb.

. e ’
‘3 P_rbperty
/ line :

Similar to a swale, a channel within private
property is a private drainage system. Each
property owner of a private drainage system
that ultimately connects to the City’s
drainage system is required to have a
drainage connection license.

A pipe from prlvate property connects
directly into a City storm drainage structure.

Sidewalk
culvert

Runoff from private property is conveyed to
the gutter through an opening in the
sidewalk.



