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OFFICE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Ann Chung, Director

The Mayor’s Office of Economic Development (OED) works in partnership with Oahu’s businesses, non-profit groups and com-
munities to support economic growth and enhance the quality of life in the City and County of Honolulu.
As the level of government closest to the people, the City’s role in economic development is at the community level and OED’s pro-
grams are driven by the needs expressed by Oahu’s communities. The office works to provide a more nurturing, business-friendly 
environment for businesses and community organizations. The office also coordinates with City agencies and programs on the 
economic development implications of their activities and works with City organizations, community groups, and other government 
entities to stimulate economic development opportunities. OED focuses in areas where the City can build effective public-private 
partnerships to address needs and make a positive difference for Oahu’s communities and businesses. 
OED’s activities include the Honolulu Film Office, the Hawaii Tourism Authority’s County Product Enrichment Program, Business 
Development, Targeted Community Economic Revitalization, Honolulu’s Sister-Cities Program, Rediscover Oahu events, small 
business, tourism, diversified agriculture, entertainment, sports, technology and international relations. OED also provides support 
for the Mayor’s activities with the U.S. Conference of Mayors in his role as the Chair of the USCM’s Committee on Tourism, Arts, 
Parks, Entertainment and Sports.

Hawaii Tourism Authority - County Product Enrichment Program
OED administers the Hawaii Tourism Authority-County Product 
Enrichment Program (HTA-CPEP) providing grants annually 
to various Oahu non-profits. From its inception in 2002, HTA-
CPEP has helped diversify and enrich Hawaii’s tourism product. 
Through the HTA-CPEP program, OED develops new and 
enhances existing community-based tourism events, experi-
ences, attractions, and projects related to agriculture, culture, 
education, health and wellness, and nature or technology. The 
program complements Hawaii’s traditional resort product and 
assists in Honolulu’s economic diversification. 
OED is also working with community and business leaders in 
Oahu’s visitor industry to ensure that efforts are coordinated and 
reflect the strategy outlined in the Oahu Strategic Tourism Plan, 
a comprehensive vision of Oahu that is attractive to visitors, resi-
dents, and businesses. OED also continues to work with travel 
organizations to support marketing Oahu as a visitor destination.

HTA-CPEP Programs Funded in 2009:
Amount	 Organization	 Program

$10,000	����������� Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Hawai‘i 	����������������������������������Narcissus Festival
$5,000	������������� CSD, City & County of Honolulu 	���������������������������������������������������Calendar of CPEP and City Events
$25,000	����������� DB Productions, Inc.	����������������������������������������������������������������������Hawai‘i Dragon Boat Festival and Nite in 

Chinatown
$20,000	����������� DPR, City & County of Honolulu 	���������������������������������������������������Lei Day Celebration
$15,000	����������� Filipino Community Center, Inc., The	���������������������������������������������Filipino Fiesta and Parade
$5,000	������������� Forward Foundation	�����������������������������������������������������������������������Hawai‘i Healing Festival
$6,000	������������� Friends of the Makiki Community learning center	�������������������������Rediscover Makiki: Sunset in the Park
$10,000	����������� Friends of Waipahu Cultural Garden Park, DBA Hawai‘i’s

Plantation Village.............................................................................Marketing the Plantation Experience
$10,000	����������� Garden Club of Honolulu, The	�������������������������������������������������������Na Pua Ali‘i, Reflections of Hawai‘i’s Royal 

Legacy
$10,000	����������� Hale‘iwa Arts Festival	���������������������������������������������������������������������Hale‘iwa Arts Festival 
$10,000	����������� Hawai‘i Alliance for Arts Education, DBA Hawai‘i Arts Alliance	����First Friday Honolulu and related events
$10,000	����������� Hawai‘i Book and Music Festival	���������������������������������������������������Hawai‘i Book and Music Festival
$10,000	����������� Hawai‘i Farm Bureau Federation	���������������������������������������������������Hawai‘i Farm Bureau’s Farmers’ Markets
$20,000	����������� Hawai‘i Farm Bureau Federation	���������������������������������������������������Hawai‘i State Farm Fair
$5,000	������������� Hawai‘i FIRST LEGO League (FLL)	�����������������������������������������������Hawai‘i FLL Championship Tournament
$15,000	����������� Hawai‘i Korean Chamber of Commerce	����������������������������������������Korean Fesitval
$5,000	������������� Hawai‘i Theatre Center	�������������������������������������������������������������������Chinatown/Arts District Tours
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$15,000	����������� Hawai‘i United Okinawa Association	���������������������������������������������Okinawan Festival
$5,000	������������� Hawaiian Scottish Association	�������������������������������������������������������Hawaiian Scottish Festival & Highland Games 

and Scottish Highland Dancing Competition
$5,000	������������� Honolulu - Mombasa Sister City	����������������������������������������������������10th Anniversary Celebrations
$15,000	����������� Honolulu Culture & Arts District Association	���������������������������������The Arts District’s Street/Major Festival Program
$5,000	������������� Hui Makua O Kawaiahao	����������������������������������������������������������������E Malama I Ke Kai
$10,000	����������� Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i 	���������������������������������������������Multicultural Matsuri
$7,000	�������������� Kane‘ohe Business Group and Windward Community College	����Windward Ho‘olaule‘a 
$7,000	�������������� KBPA Foundation	���������������������������������������������������������������������������Celebrate Kaimuki Kanikapila 
$5,000	������������� Life Foundation 	������������������������������������������������������������������������������Honolulu AIDS Walk
$10,000	����������� Making Dreams Come True, Valley of Rainbows	��������������������������Wai‘anae Coast Sunset on the Beach
$30,000	����������� MOCA, City & County of Honolulu	�������������������������������������������������Honolulu Family Festival at Magic Island and 

Cultural Events
$11,000	������������ Pacific Islands Fisheries Group	�����������������������������������������������������Hawai‘i Fishing and Seafood Festival
$10,000	����������� PA’I Foundation	������������������������������������������������������������������������������Hapa Haole Hula Festival & Vocal Competition
$10,000	����������� Polynesian Cultural Center	������������������������������������������������������������Samoa Festival; Te Manahua Maori Cultural 

Competition; Te Mahana Hiro‘a O Tahiti; 
Moanikeala Hula Festival

$5,000	������������� SJ Foundation	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������Waikiki Spam Jam
$5,000	������������� Temari, Center for Asian and Pacific Arts	��������������������������������������Celebrating Hawaiian Lei Making
$5,000	������������� Ukulele Festival Hawai‘i (UFH)	������������������������������������������������������ ‘Ukulele Festival Hawai‘i 
$5,000	������������� United Chinese Community Coalition	��������������������������������������������Chinese New Year Festival
$5,000	������������� University of Hawai‘i 	����������������������������������������������������������������������Manoa Jazz Festival
$5,000	������������� USS Missouri Memorial Association	����������������������������������������������Battleship Missouri Memorial 10th Anniversary 

Celebration
$5,000	������������� Waikiki Community Center	�������������������������������������������������������������Ala Wai Challenge
$15,000	����������� Waimanalo Construction Coalition	�������������������������������������������������Rediscover the Waimanalo Country Fair

HTA-CPEP Programs Funded in 2010:  
Amount 	 Organization	 Program 

$10,000 	���������� Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii	�����������������������������������61st  Narcissus Festival
$5,000 	������������ DB Productions, Inc	�����������������������������������������������������������������������2010 Ala Moana Sunset Cinema
$10,000 	���������� DB Productions, Inc	�����������������������������������������������������������������������2010 Night in Chinatown and Chinatown Open 

House
$10,000 	���������� DB Productions, Inc	�����������������������������������������������������������������������2010 Hawaii Dragon Boat Festival and Sporting 

Competition
$15,000 	���������� DPR, C & C Honolulu	���������������������������������������������������������������������Lei Day Celebration
$5,000 	������������ Fort Street Mall Business Improvement District Association	��������Wilcox Park Spring and Fall Events Program
$5,000 	������������ Forward Foundation	�����������������������������������������������������������������������Hawaii Healing Garden Festival - Oahu 2010
$10,000 	���������� Friends of Waipahu Cultural Garden Park	�������������������������������������Sharing the Plantation Experience 
$10,000 	���������� Hale’iwa Arts Festival	���������������������������������������������������������������������Hale’iwa Arts Festival - Thirteenth Annual 

Summer Event
$5,000 	������������ Hale’iwa Main Street dba North Shore Chamber of Commerce	���North Shore Heritage & Farm Tours
$10,000 	���������� Hawaii Alliance for Arts Education	�������������������������������������������������Community Celebrations
$10,000 	���������� Hawaii Alliance for Arts Education	�������������������������������������������������First Friday Honolulu
$10,000 	���������� Hawaii Book and Music Festival	����������������������������������������������������Hawaii Book and Music Festival
$10,000 	���������� Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation	����������������������������������������������������Farmers’ Market
$10,000 	���������� Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation	����������������������������������������������������2010 Hawaii State Farm Fair
$5,000 	������������ Hawaii Forest Industry Association	������������������������������������������������Hawaii’s Woodshow 2010, Na Laau o Hawaii
$10,000 	���������� Hawaii United Okinawa Association	����������������������������������������������28th Okinawan Festival
$5,000 	������������ Hiipaka LLC	������������������������������������������������������������������������������������2010 Film Series in the Ahupuaa of Waimea 

Valley
$15,000 	���������� Honolulu Culture & Arts District Association	���������������������������������The Chinatown Arts District’s Major Street 

Festival Program
$10,000 	���������� Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii	����������������������������������������������Multicultural Matsuri
$5,000 	������������ Kaneohe Business Group	��������������������������������������������������������������Windward Hoolaulea
$5,000 	������������ KBPA Foundation	���������������������������������������������������������������������������Celebrate Kaimuki Kanikapila 2010
$10,000 	���������� Ki-hoalu Foundation, Inc.	���������������������������������������������������������������28th Annual Hawaiian Slack Key Guitar Festival
$5,000 	������������ Life Foundation, Inc.	�����������������������������������������������������������������������Honolulu Aids Walk
$10,000 	���������� Making Dreams Come True,... Valley of Rainbows, Inc.	����������������Waianae Coast 10th Anniversary Sunset on the 

Beach
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 	 MOCA, C & C Honolulu	������������������������������������������������������������������MOCA 2010 Cultural Events -combine with below
$25,000 	���������� MOCA, C & C Honolulu,	�����������������������������������������������������������������Honolulu Family Festival at Magic Island
$5,000 	������������ Naalehu Theatre, Inc.	���������������������������������������������������������������������2010 3rd Annual Gabby Pahinui Waimanalo 

Kanikapila
$5,000 	������������ Oahu Resource Conservation and Development Council	������������Agri-Tourism Pilot Project:  Windward Coast
$5,000 	������������ Outrigger Duke Kahanamoku Foundation	�������������������������������������Duke’s Oceanfest 2010
$10,000 	���������� Pacific Islands Fisheries Group	�����������������������������������������������������2010 Hawaii Fishing and Seafood Festival
$5,000 	������������ PAI Foundation	�������������������������������������������������������������������������������8th Annual Hapa Haole Hula & Solo Vocalist 

Competition
$10,000 	���������� Polynesian Cultural Center	������������������������������������������������������������Polynesian Cultural Center Cultural Events
$5,000 	������������ SJ Foundation	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������8th Annual Waikiki Spam Jam
$12,000 	���������� Sustain Hawaii	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������North Shore Crop Festivals
$5,000 	������������ Ukulele Festival Hawaii	������������������������������������������������������������������40th Annual Ukulele Festival
$5,000 	������������ University of Hawaii	������������������������������������������������������������������������2010 Manoa Jazz and Heritage Festival
$5,000 	������������ Waikiki Community Center	�������������������������������������������������������������25th Anniversary Ala Wai Challenge
$10,000 	���������� Waimanalo Construction Coalition	�������������������������������������������������Rediscover the Waimanalo Country Fair

COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY (CEDS)
Oahu Update
Through a grant from the State Office of Planning, OED developed the Oahu portion 
of the 2010 Comprehensive Economic Development strategy (CEDS).  CEDS must 
be updated every five years in order for local industry and non-profit organizations 
to qualify for assistance under most U.S. Economic Development Administration 
(EDA) grant programs. These programs bring millions of dollars in federal aid into 
our local communities to support needed projects such as business incubators, 
science and technology parks, transportation facilities and other infrastructure 
improvements. 
CEDS is designed to bring together public and private sectors in the creation of an 
economic roadmap to diversify and strengthen Hawaii’s economy. OED convened 
nearly a dozen meetings bringing together representatives from the following 
economic development clusters:  Diversified Agriculture; Culture, Entertainment, 
and Sports; Defense/Dual Use; Renewable Energy; Film and Digital Media; IT/
Communication; and the Visitor Industry. More than fifty short, medium and long-
term projects for Oahu were identified and submitted for inclusion into the report.
The Statewide report will be finalized later in 2010 and OED will work with the ap-
plicants and stakeholders to bring projects to fruition.  The current version of the 
report is available on the website: http://hawaii.gov/dbedt/op/.

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY ECONOMIC 
REVITALIZATION 
Business Development
OED supports economic growth for businesses and communities throughout Oahu’s existing and emerging industries including 
small business, tourism, diversified agriculture, entertainment, sports, and technology. Highlights included:
	 •	 Tourism Promotion:  Mayor Hannemann played an active role in tourism and business promotion for Honolulu by participat-

ing in the Hawaii Visitors and Convention Bureau and Marriott International’s promotional campaigns on the mainland and 
abroad.  Both campaigns have been highly successful in generating a surge of bookings to Honolulu.  Mayor Hannemann 
also supported our local visitor industry through his leadership role as Chair of the Tourism, Arts, Parks, Entertainment and 
Sports Committee of the U.S. Conference of Mayors.

	 •	 Sustainable Agriculture:  The agriculture industry in the City and County of Honolulu continues to evolve – transitioning 
from large-scale corporate farms to a mixture of corporate farms and small specialty crop farming. Diversified agriculture 
continues to be an important industry for Honolulu, accounting for 70 percent of Hawaii’s agricultural farm revenues and 
playing a major role in preserving Honolulu’s precious green space.

	 °	 Conservation Planning Grant:  Since 2006, the City has provided an annual grant to the Oahu Resource Conservation 
and Development Council (ORC&D) to provide staff support to help Oahu farmers and ranchers develop site-specific 
conservation plans detailing best management practices. Implementation of these plans prevents soil runoff into Oahu’s 
streams, bays, and the ocean thus minimizing adverse economic impacts resulting from water and soil problems. ORC&D 
also engages in outreach activities to community leaders, school children and the general public to promote responsible 
environmental stewardship that protects natural resources such as soil, water, and air quality. In FY10, ORC&D received 
a $50,000 grant.
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	 °	 Ag in the City: Grown on Oahu:  To raise awareness and understanding of Oahu’s 
agriculture industry, the City presented the 4rd annual “Ag in the City:  Grown on 
Oahu” event in partnership with the Hawaii Farm Bureau and the Oahu Resource 
Conservation and Development Council. This year’s “Ag Day” was once again com-
bined with the late afternoon Farmers’ Market on the grounds of the Neal Blaisdell 
Center (NBC). This combination successfully attracted commuters who park at the 
NBC and residents from the many surrounding condos with its offering of fresh 
island products. The market continues to draw large crowds every Wednesday.

	 •	 Sports:  Through the Mayor’s Honolulu Sports Commission, OED partnered with the 
YMCA to develop a project model-- Healthy Honolulu Healthy Together -- that would 
increase children’s interest and participation in sports and physical fitness and strengthen 
the connections between academic, social and physical excellence. Children and youth 
of socio-economic conditions that may result in limited opportunities to support their 
development of healthy lifestyles were the targeted population. Pilot projects using a 
specially developed 90-day curriculum were held at two Oahu YMCA’s and two Oahu 
Boys and Girls Clubs. Other accomplishments include creating positive public awareness 
through the YMCA’s Annual Healthy Kids Day event held in May 2010, the develop-
ment of the early childhood literacy-based activity packets and publication 
of the “Healthy Honolulu Healthy Together” Facilitators guide. In June 2010, 
Honolulu received an honorable mention from the annual US Conference 
of Mayors’ Livability Awards for this program.

	 •	 Pro Bowl:  Due to Mayor Hannemann’s interception, we were able to keep 
the National Football League’s Pro Bowl Game in Honolulu. The Pro Bowl, 
will return to Honolulu in 2011, bringing with it millions of dollars in revenue. 
Mayor Hannemann campaigned actively, talking to commissioners and 
changing their votes, thus preventing an economic loss for Honolulu in both 
tens of thousands of visitors and millions in visitor spending across the state

	 •	 Technology:  To support the fastest growing sector of our local tech in-
dustry, defense/dual-use companies, the City continued to make progress 
on our planning grant awarded from the federal Economic Development 
Administration, which was matched with City funds.  The Oahu Technol-
ogy Commercialization Center planning project will begin the planning for 
a much-needed technology center on Oahu.

	 •	 Conferences: 
		  Hawaii US - Hong Kong Business Forum: OED partnered with the Hong Kong Business Association of Hawaii to present 

this forum which gave Hawaii’s businesses the latest market intelligence on the business opportunities in Mainland China 
with Hong Kong as the launch pad for accelerating the process of entry and growth. Overseas and U.S experts participated 
in this one day event.

	 •	 Trade Missions:  OED provided grant funds and worked with the Filipino Chamber of Commerce to implement the 21st 
Annual Trade Mission to the Philippines in November 2009. The objective was to increase commercial activity between the 
key cities in the Philippines – Manila, Cebu and Laoag – and the City and County of Honolulu. 

	 •	 Business Improvement Districts (BID): OED sits on the board of both the Waikiki and Fort Street Mall BIDs and serves 
as the primary liaison between them and participating city agencies.

	 •	 West Oahu Job Growth: To bring needed jobs to the West Oahu regions – Kapolei to Ewa Beach to Ko Olina – OED pro-
vided a grant to the West Oahu Economic Development Association (WOEDA) to prepare the West Oahu Economic Report.  
WOEDA will review general public data on demographics, existing infrastructure and facilities and will identify the major 
types of businesses or services that are currently lacking in the region. WOEDA will use this data to work with existing and 
potential businesses and service providers to bring more jobs to this rapidly growing region.  

Community Economic Revitalization
Community Economic Revitalization is about City-community partnerships and turning community ideas into practical and achiev-
able actions. The goal is to stimulate economic opportunities, strengthen the unique character of Oahu’s diverse communities, 
and improve quality of life. OED works directly with businesses and communities to focus efforts on concrete actions and foster 
the partnerships that will implement these actions. OED provides the essential coordination and support needed to bring the com-
munity together by convening economic summits, sharing progress, and spurring more to get involved. 
OED continued to support and strengthen partnerships and economic revitalization activities in Chinatown, Kalihi, and Rediscover 
Oahu Community events. Highlights:
	 •	 Free WiFi in Chinatown:  This project was successfully launched in October 2007. Although intended to be a one year 

pilot, it is ongoing with thousands of users and drawing more people into Chinatown. With over 80 access points installed 
throughout Chinatown, average statistics show nearly 2000 users downloading approximately 60GB per week.
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	 •	 Chinatown River Street Revitalization:  The City has 
provided grant funds to community groups to undertake 
a study to determine how to turn the underutilized areas 
bordering the Nuuanu Stream into a vibrant, urban 
gathering place. This community-driven project is part of 
the City’s ongoing efforts to revitalize the business and 
arts sectors of Chinatown while maintaining its historic 
and cultural roots.  A one-day street festival was held in 
August 2010.

	 •	 City’s Month in Chinatown: This City-led collaboration 
with multiple Chinese organizations creating a unified 
celebration of Chinese New Year has become a must-
see attraction and continues to become bigger and bet-
ter every year. The events featured numerous weekend 
festivals, a massive Chinatown lion dance and a parade 
with activities spanning several weeks preceding the 
Chinese New Year of the Tiger. 

	 •	 Preserve America Grant:  The City is working in partnership with community groups to 
implement the $150,000 Preserve America grant award received from the National Park 
Service to develop a heritage tourism program that will attract more residents and visitors 
to Chinatown. Projects include: 

	 º	 Bronze plaques placed on historically significant buildings containing narrative on architec-
tural details, building history and anecdotal information regarding the building’s significance 
and relation to the area. Research has been completed on 20 buildings and the information 
is available on the website www.hcadhawaii.org under the “heritage tourism” menu. 

	 º	 Newly created exhibits, each featuring a distinct period of Chinatown’s history, will be 
housed in spaces within existing museums or cultural centers in Chinatown. Short videos, 
accessible through a web- enabled phone or at the site based computer will be focal 
point of each exhibit. The exhibits are intended as a stand-alone educational tool as well 
as a way to connect the neighborhood’s heritage to the local business community. Eight 
academic scholars are overseeing the content of the exhibits to ensure authenticity.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND SISTER CITIES
International relations play a vital role for the City and County of Honolulu by adding to the rich cultural, social and economic diversity 
that makes Honolulu so special. The Honolulu Sister Cities program, with 26 current Sister Cities, plays an important role in eco-
nomic development and promotes beneficial exchanges in various fields, including commerce, education, and culture and the arts.
On average, OED responds to more than 50 international communications and correspondences every month. OED also coordi-
nates and manages numerous international courtesy calls. For example, OED was the main City point of contact in the planning 
and preparations for the visits by the Emperor of Japan and President of Taiwan in July 2009. OED coordinated with the Japanese 
Consulate, U.S. Secret Service, and a variety of city agencies (HPD, HFD, DEM, DTS, and DPR) to ensure the safety and integrity 
of the Emperor of Japan’s visit to Kapiolani Park. OED was also the main point of contact to the Taipei Economic and Cultural Of-
fice during the president of Taiwan’s visit. 
Strengthening cultural and historical ties to local community groups and promoting economic opportunities remain the guiding 
principles for the establishment and maintenance of Honolulu’s sister city relationships. Highlights from FY10 include the following:
Hiroshima is our first and oldest sister city. At the annual Hiroshima Commemoration and Peace Ceremony held at the Izumo 
Taishakyo Mission, the Hiroshima Peace bell is rung in remembrance of the bombing of Hiroshima. For the 2009 50th Anniversary 

of our relationship, Mayor Hannemann formed a special 
Honolulu-Hiroshima 50th Anniversary Sister City Com-
mittee. OED provided a grant to the Hawaii Japanese 
Chamber of Commerce to support the planning and 
implementation of a series of commemorative events to 
take place both in Honolulu and Hiroshima. 
A large delegation led by Hiroshima Mayor Akiba arrived 
in Honolulu in July 2009. Week-long events included: 
a photo exhibit and cultural booths at Windward Mall; 
a cultural performance at Ala Moana Center; a visit to 
the Arizona memorial for a wreath laying ceremony; a 
luncheon presentation at the East-West Center; a spe-
cial dinner at Waialae Country Club; and a reaffirmation 
signing ceremony of the Honolulu – Hiroshima sister city 
relationship at Honolulu Hale.
In November 2009, Mayor Mufi Hannemann traveled 
with large delegations to Naha, Okinawa and Hiroshima, 
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Japan and then attended a trade mission to the Philippines to bolster relations with sister cities and foster economic growth in 
Honolulu through trade and travel. 
OED coordinated the Mayor’s trip to Japan trip and organized meetings in Naha, Okinawa, with Okinawa Governor Hirokazu Na-
kaima, Naha Mayor Takeshi Onaga and Naha business leaders and tourism officials to begin planning events to commemorate the 
50th Anniversary of the Honolulu-Naha Sister City relationship in 2010 and to encourage reciprocal travel to Honolulu.
For the Mayor’s visit to Hiroshima, Japan, OED coordinated with Hiroshima City officials to plan a week-long schedule of events to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Honolulu-Hiroshima sister city relationship These included courtesy visits with Mayor Tada-
toshi Akiba and Council Chairman Hiroyuki Fujita; visiting the Hiroshima Peace Park to lay a wreath at the Hiroshima war memorial; 
participating in Hiroshima’s Honolulu Day; participating in the Hiroshima Dreamination; and presenting a keynote economic speech 
to members of the Hiroshima Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

In November 2009, Mayor Hannemann participated 
in the Filipino Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii’s 21st 
Annual Trade Mission to the Philippines, which helped 
entrepreneurs from both countries develop invest-
ment ideas and learn about business opportunities. 
Hannemann, along with members of his senior staff 
and cabinet, joined community volunteers in distributing 
humanitarian supplies to victims of recent flooding in the 
Philippines.  He visited three Philippine sister cities and 
held a sister city signing ceremony in Cebu. 
In early 2010, Mayor Hannemann appointed a new 
committee to plan the 50th anniversary celebration of 
Honolulu’s sister city relationship with Naha, Okinawa, 
Japan.  Honolulu-Naha 50th Anniversary Sister City 
Committee Members:  Gary Mijo and Isaac Hokama, 
Co-Chairmen; and Directors Jane Serikaku, Amy Higa, 
David Asanuma, Robyn Furuya, Takashi Ichikura, Jon 
Itomura, and Sharon Weiner.

In July 2010 Mayor Hannemann flew to Naha, Okinawa, Japan to celebrate the 50th anniversary of our sister city relations.  As part 
of the golden anniversary commemoration, the first-ever Honolulu–Naha Hula Festival was held at the Naha City Performance 
Hall and Kariyushi Marriott Hotel.  The sold-out shows included performances by Amy Hanaialii Rene Gilliom, Yasokishi Konishiki, 
and 2009 Miss Hawaii, Aureana Tseu.
While in Naha, Mayor Hannemann met with Paul Yonamine, general manager of Sector Sales for IBM Japan, and representatives 
of the Okinawan Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry to discuss a Smart Grid demonstration project in Hawaii and Okinawa.
Mayor Hannemann also attended the 10th Anniversary of the Obuchi Okinawa Education and Research Program, a graduate edu-
cation effort sponsored by Japan and the United States.  The gathering included East-West Center President Charles Morrison, 
Okinawa Governor Hiokazu Nakaima, and a number of high-ranking officials of the Japanese government.  In his remarks to the 
group, he spoke about the energy project and other Honolulu initiatives, such as APEC which will be held in Honolulu in 2011.  The 
Mayor praised the East West Center and the University of Hawaii for their efforts in providing a world-class education experience 
for many Okinawan citizens through the years.  He also singled out President Morrison for his work in helping to secure APEC for 
Honolulu.  A government delegation from Naha plans to visit Honolulu for the Okinawan Festival September 4-5, 2010.
The City Council approved two new additions to the Sister City program.  
	 •	 The first was Majuro Atoll, capital of the Republic of the Marshal Islands, with a city council resolution that was passed on 

December 16, 2009.  The formal sister city signing ceremony took place at Honolulu Hale,on March 5, 2010, with Majuro 
Mayor Titus Langrine and Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann co-signing the agreement. Majuro Atoll is a landmark sister city 
as it is the first from Micronesia. 

	 •	 The second was Qinhuangdao, Hebei, Peoples 
Republic of China, which was approved by a city 
council resolution on May 5, 2010.  The Chinese 
Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii took signed 
copies of the sister city agreement to China 
during their annual Narcissus Goodwill Tour to 
be co-signed by the Mayor of Qinhuangdao. A 
delegation from Qinhuangdao will visit Honolulu 
for the Annual Splendor of China hosted by the 
Chinese Chamber in October 2010. 
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The City’s Sister-City Relationships:
No.	 Sister-City	 Date of Council Resolution
	 1	��������������������� Baguio, Philippines 	���������������������������������������������� November 3, 1995
	 2	��������������������� Baku, Ajerbaijan	��������������������������������������������������� August 5, 1998
	 3	��������������������� Bombay, India	������������������������������������������������������� January 20, 1970
	 4	��������������������� Bruyeres, France	�������������������������������������������������� November 1, 1960
	 5	��������������������� Caracas, Venezuela	��������������������������������������������� January 27, 1999
	 6	��������������������� Cebu, Philippines 	������������������������������������������������ December 6, 1990
	 7	��������������������� Funchal, Madeira, Portugal	���������������������������������� September 19, 1979
	 8	��������������������� Hainan Island, China 	������������������������������������������� February 27, 1985
	 9	��������������������� Hiroshima, Japan 	������������������������������������������������ May 19, 1959
	10	��������������������� Hue, Vietnam 	������������������������������������������������������� November 3, 1995
	11	��������������������� Incheon, Republic of Korea	���������������������������������� October 15, 2003
	12	��������������������� Kaoshiung, Taiwan 	���������������������������������������������� September 4, 1962
	13	��������������������� Laoag City , Philippines	���������������������������������������� July 15, 1969
	14	��������������������� Majuro Atoll, Marshal Islands	������������������������������� December 16, 2009
	15	��������������������� Manila, Philippines 	���������������������������������������������� March 19, 1980
	16	��������������������� Mombasa, Kenya 	������������������������������������������������ August 9, 2000
	17	��������������������� Naha, Okinawa 	���������������������������������������������������� March 18, 1960
18	��������������������� Rabat, Morocco	���������������������������������������������������� March 9, 2007
	19	��������������������� San Juan, Puerto Rico	����������������������������������������� November 20, 1985
	20	�������������������� Seoul, Korea	��������������������������������������������������������� May 20, 1973
	21	��������������������� Sintra, Portugal 	���������������������������������������������������� August 5, 1998
	22	�������������������� Tokyo, Japan	�������������������������������������������������������� December 8, 1960
	23	�������������������� Qinhuangdao, China	�������������������������������������������� May 5, 2010
	24	��������������������� Uwajima, Japan	���������������������������������������������������� February 18, 2004
	25	�������������������� Vigan, Philippines	������������������������������������������������� March 19, 2003
	26	�������������������� Zhongshan, China	������������������������������������������������ June 18, 1997

HONOLULU FILM OFFICE
Walea Constantinau, Film Commissioner
The Honolulu Film Office (HFO) provides leadership in the planning and development of the film industry in the City and County of 
Honolulu to ensure the film industry becomes a vital, vibrant part of a diversified and sustainable economy.  
The HFO works with federal, state, and county agencies and boards, film unions and associations, community groups, and strategic 
partners in the private sector to develop the television/film industry in Honolulu, to build the local film industry infrastructure, and 
to market, attract, and facilitate all levels of productions.
Oahu is the hub of production for the state and typically generates 50-75 percent of statewide production expenditures, usually 
equaling or outpacing the combined totals of the Neighbor Islands. 
The estimated statewide direct expenditures generated by film and media production in calendar year 2009 is approximately $150 
million. This figure represents approximately $50 million more than the annual production spent prior to the July 2006 enactment of 
Act 88, the refundable film production tax credit. This figure is particularly significant given the challenges posed in 2008 with the 

The cast of the television series LOST, which became a global 
phenomenon and filmed their final season on Oahu in 2009-2010.  
©ABC

Oscar-winning film director Alexander Payne frames a shot while 
filming THE DESCENDENTS in Honolulu, his latest project which 
stars George Clooney.
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global economic crisis. Although specific county-by-county data is not available from DBEDT at this time, it can be estimated that 
direct spending on Oahu by film, television and other media entities was approximately $75 - $115 million for calendar year 2009. 
The HFO directly assisted in permitting an average of 24 distinct projects each month totaling over 300 different filming projects 
from large to small during 2010 including the global hit television series LOST which filmed its final episode in April – May 2010.
The conservative financial trends exhibited earlier in the year by the film industry gave-way in the fall when multiple projects started 
looking seriously at filming in the islands including a remake by CBS Television Studios of HAWAII FIVE-0 from Alex Kurtzman and 
Roberto Orci (Transformers, Star Trek, Fringe), a new ABC television series OFF THE MAP by Shonda Rhimes and Betsy Beers 
(Grey’s Anatomy, Private Practice) and two Honolulu-set feature films, THE DESCENDANTS by Oscar-winning writer-director 
Alexander Payne starring George Clooney, and the sci-fi block buster BATTLESHIP (Peter Berg/Universal Studios) as well as the 
fourth installment of the PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN film franchise.
By the spring of 2010 all but one of the above projects had either committed to filming in the islands or were in active production.  
It is anticipated that calendar year 2010 will be a record-breaking year, exceeding 2007 totals of $229 million in direct spending.
The HFO supports a diversified portfolio of projects. The wide variety is necessary to further develop Oahu’s infrastructure into a 
viable, self-sustaining production center. To this end, the HFO works to support a broad range of filming projects of various scope, 
scale and economic impact. Larger imported projects often bring much needed resources and training while smaller modestly-
budgeted projects often hire less-seasoned workers or gives those with new training experiences an opportunity to manage a 
department and establish a stronger foundation for their developing skill-set. 
The film industry is competitive and global. To understand trends and keep Oahu in the forefront of the industry, the HFO is a 
member of key local, national and international organizations including the Film and Video Association of Hawaii, the Hawaii Film 
and Entertainment Board, the Association of Film Commissioner International and is the first and only to-date US member of the 
Asian Film Commission Network.
As part of its strategic partnerships with the visitor industry, the HFO plays a key role in promoting tourism with worldwide exposure 
as seen in movies, print advertising, and television shows and commercials that are produced on the island. The office works closely 
with the Oahu Visitors Bureau (OVB) and others to maximize Oahu’s exposure and branding through film. The HFO works to build 
opportunities and assist OVB with destination branding through various media outlets. This includes leveraging the relationships 
developed through the physical production process.
The HFO participates jointly and individually in various marketing and promotional projects including joint advertising and trade 
show exhibitions with the state and other county film offices under the banner of “Film Offices of the Hawaiian Islands.” This year 
the Honolulu Film Office chaired the booth set up and design committee which garnered a Best of Show award at the 2010 global 
film commission showcase event, Locations Trade Show in Los Angeles.  Additionally, the HFO conducts specific business devel-
opment meetings in key filming centers such as Los Angeles and New York with decision-makers whenever possible to generate 
opportunities to bid for current and future film production work.

Honolulu hosts productions from around the world.  Pictured here is 
the filming of a Japanese commercial.

CBS Television Studios filmed the pilot for the new 
HAWAII FIVE-0 in March of 2010 and kicked off the first 

day of filming with a traditional Hawaiian Blessing.


