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Section 7-105.  Powers, Duties and Functions of the Board of Water Supply -- 
 The board of water supply shall: 
  (a) Appoint and remove the manager and chief engineer of the department.  

The manager and chief engineer shall be a registered engineer who shall have had a 
minimum of five years of training and experience in waterworks activities or related 
fields, at least three years of which shall have been in a responsible administrative 
capacity. 

  (b) Fix the salary of the manager and chief engineer. 
  (c) Have the authority to create and abolish positions. 
  (d) Determine the policy for construction, additions, extensions and 

improvements to the water systems of the city which shall include a long range capital 
improvement program covering a period of at least six years which shall be adopted after 
consultation with the director of planning and permitting and which may be amended or 
modified by the board from time to time. 

  (e) Have the authority to acquire by eminent domain, purchase, lease or 
otherwise, in the name of the city, all real property or any interest therein necessary for 
the construction, maintenance, repair, extension or operation of the water systems of the 
city.  The council shall take no action to acquire real property or any interest therein for 
the department without the written approval of the board. 

  (f) Have the authority to recommend to the council the sale, exchange or 
transfer of real property or any interest therein which is under the control of the 
department.  The council shall take no action to dispose of such property without the 
prior approval of the board, and all proceeds from the disposition of such property shall 
be paid into the special fund of the department. 

  (g) Have the authority to enter into arrangements and agreements, as it deems 
proper for the joint use of poles, conduits, towers, stations, aqueducts, and reservoirs, for 
the operation of any of the properties under its management and control. 

  (h) Have the authority to issue revenue bonds under the name of "board of 
water supply." 

  (i) Modify, if necessary, and approve and adopt annual operating and capital 
budgets submitted by the manager and chief engineer. 

  (j) Prescribe and enforce rules and regulations having the force and effect of 
law to carry out the provisions of this article of the charter, including (1) the regulation of 
water systems and necessary appurtenances for subdivisions and other properties and 
requirements for adequate water supply and storage facilities for domestic use and fire 
protection, (2) the prevention of waste and pollution of water, (3) the manner in which 
new wells or shafts may be bored, drilled or excavated, cased and capped or recased, 
(4) the manner in which wells or shafts shall be maintained, controlled and operated to 
prevent waste of water or the impairment of potability, (5) the limitation to beneficial 
uses of all water, (6) in times of shortage or threatened shortage of water or of danger to 
potability of the water of any ground water basin or area by overdraft on such basin, the 
restriction of the drawing of water in all wells supplied from such basin on a basis 
proportionate to the proper and beneficial uses served by them respectively, and (7) other 
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matters having for their object the proper conservation and beneficial use of the water 
resources available for the city. 

  (k) Hear appeals from the order of the manager and chief engineer refusing, 
suspending or revoking any permit for the sinking, drilling or reopening of any well or 
shaft for the development of underground water supply. 

(Reso. 70, 253 (1974) and 83-357; 1998 General Election Charter Amendment Question 
No. 1(IV) 


