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Section 3-404.  Submission of Proposal to Electors -- 
 1. For General Elections.  Any petition for proposed ordinance which has been filed 
with the council at least ninety days prior to a general election and which has been certified by 
the clerk, shall be submitted to electors for the aforementioned general election. 
 2. For Scheduled Special Elections.  If any petition for proposed ordinance is filed at 
least ninety days before a scheduled special election within the city and which has been certified 
by the clerk, it shall be submitted to the electors for the aforementioned special election. 
 3. For Initiative Special Elections.  A special election for an ordinance by initiative 
power shall be called within ninety days of filing of the petition if signed by duly registered 
voters equal in number to at least fifteen percent of the votes cast for mayor in the last regular 
mayoral election, and if such petition specifies that a special election be called; provided that if 
the clerk certifies less than fifteen percent but at least ten percent, the proposed ordinance shall 
be submitted at the next general election or scheduled special election.  No special initiative 
election shall be held if an election is scheduled within one hundred eighty days of submission of 
the proposal. 
 4. Adoption by the Council.  If the council introduces and adopts after three separate 
readings, including a public hearing, the proposed ordinance which was the basis for a petition 
on or before ten days prior to date of publication of the proposed ordinance as required in this 
charter, then the proposed ordinance need not be submitted to the electors.  (Petition No. 17 
(1982); 1992 General Election Charter Amendment Question No. 32A(7)) 


