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For the last 3 years, I am honored to 
have served as the representative for 
the Honolulu City Council on the Ha-
waii State Association of Counties 
(HSAC).  HSAC consists of the coun-
cils and mayors of each of the four 
counties of Kauai, Maui, Hawaii and 
City & County of Honolulu. HSAC ad-
vocates for county programs and ser-
vices and represents the county gov-
ernments before the Hawaii State Leg-
islature, administrative agencies and 
federal government. Its executive 
committee includes representatives 
from Kauai County Council, Hawaii 
County Council, Maui County Council 
and Honolulu City Council. 

Each legislative session, HSAC sub-
mits a bill package vetted and ap-
proved by all four county councils of 
the state, on measures to help maxim-
ize the effectiveness and performance 
of the county governments to improve 
the quality of life for all Hawaii resi-
dents.  Some of the measures includ-
ed in the 2017 HSAC Legislative 
Package are as follows: 

1. A bill for an act relating to the transi-
ent accommodations tax. To imple-
ment the recommendations of the 
State-County Functions Working 
Group advocating for a more equitable 
distribution of a 55-45 percent split of 
the Transient Accommodations Tax 
(TAT) between the state and counties.  

 2. A bill for an act relating to tort liabil-
ity. To delete the sunset provision for 
the liability exceptions for county life-
guards.  Each time a county lifeguard 
responds to a call for help, current law 
provides them legal immunity and pro-
tection for damages resulting from res-
cue, resuscitative, or other lifeguard 
services. This law is set to sunset in 
June, exposing county lifeguards to 
liability risks.  The counties seek to 
permanently provide legal immunity for 
county lifeguards by repealing the sun-
set date in the law, which will ensure 
civil liability protection for county life-
guards – a benefit state lifeguards cur-
rently have. 
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3) A bill for an act relating to important agricultural lands. 
To allocate $250,000 to the counties in the next two fiscal 
years for the identification and mapping of Important Agri-
cultural Lands. 

4) A bill for an act relating to unadjudicated traffic fines. To 
direct the traffic fines and forfeitures collected for uncon-
tested traffic infractions to the county in which the citation 
was issued. 

5) A bill for an act relating to unmanned aerial vehicles. To 
regulate operators of unmanned aircraft systems. 

6) A bill for an act relating to community meetings. To ena-
ble councilmembers to freely attend community and edu-
cational meetings. 

7)  A bill for an act relating to government records. To al-
low certain government records to be shared among coun-
cilmembers where no commitment to vote on the matter is 
made or sought.  The entire Bill package is available online 

at www.hicounties.com.  

Free Pop-Up Legal Clinic  
Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii and the Native Hawaiian 
Legal Corporation are presenting a Pop-Up Legal Clinic at 
Waimanalo Elementary School Cafeteria on Saturday July 
8

th
  from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.   Pop-Up Legal Clinics 

are free to low and moderate income Hawaii residents and 
are designed to bring Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii’s 
Neighborhood Legal Clinics directly into communities to 
ease access to civil legal services.  Volunteer attorneys, 
law students and staff will be on hand to provide legal ad-
vice on; Divorce; child custody/visitation and support; child 
and adult guardianships; basic estate planning (wills, pow-
ers of attorney, health care directives); Chapter 7 bank-
ruptcy; residential tenant issues (evictions); and collec-
tions.   
 
Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) 
legal service provider established in 1981, that provides 
legal assistance to the community through education, legal 
advice clinics, brief services, and referrals to pro bono at-
torneys for direct representation.  Volunteer Legal partners 
with volunteer attorneys to provide services to those who 
qualify based on income and legal issue. Volunteer Legal 
understands that not everyone can afford an attorney, but 
may be able to help themselves resolve legal issues if they 
are given the right information, professional support, and 
assistance. Volunteer Legal staff and its volunteers assist 
with civil legal problems through services designed to help 
people handle legal problems on their own. 
 
Individuals wanting to participate are urged to call (808) 
528-7046 to make an appointment and no later than June 
30th to reserve a spot.  This will allow staff to match the 
applicant with the appropriate volunteer attorney based on 
legal matter topic.  Walk-ins will be accepted but will be 
seen based on availability only.  For more information go 
to: http://www.vlsh.org. 

 
 

Subsidized Spay and Neutering Services in Waianae and Waimanalo Homesteads 
 
Poi Dogs & Popoki is offering subsidized spay and neutering services for dogs and cats owned by native Hawai-
ians  living on Hawaiian Homestead in the Waianae and Waimanalo communities through a PetSmart Charities grant 
and the Big Fix, PDP’s mobile spay/neuter clinic.  All pets receive a microchip identification, pain meds and a cone for 
the head. Fees are $20 for dogs and $5 for cats and verification of native Hawaiian ancestry is by self-report.   Pet own-
ers will be asked if they are native Hawaiian and if they live on Hawaiian Homestead in Waianae (or Nanakuli) or 
Waimanalo.  If the pet owner does NOT live on homestead but still needs assistance, pet owner must identify a native 
Hawaiian registry or program that verifies their ancestry and identify if they have ohana in Waianae or Waimanalo.   
Verification of Native Hawaiian ancestry by the following: 
 
1) Hawaiian Homestead Lessee (can be any homestead) 
2) Ho’oulu Registry for Kamehameha Schools 
3) Kau’inoa Registry 
4) Native Hawaiian Roll Commission 
5) Operation Ohana registry 

 

For more information go to: https://www.poidogsandpopoki.org/ 

Malama Pono,  

6) Native Hawaiian registry 

7) Alu Like recipient 

8) Queen Lili’uokalani Trust recipient 

9) Lunalilo Home resident 

10) Papa Ola Lokahi recipient 

11) Hawaiian Civic Club member 

http://www.hicounties.com
tel:%28808%29%20528-7046
tel:%28808%29%20528-7046
http://www.vlsh.org
https://www.poidogsandpopoki.org/

