CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813-3065/T elephone 547-7000

CharlesK. Djou

Councilmember, District IV

Chair, Intergovernmental Affairs Committee
Phone: (808) 768-5004 / Facsimile: (808) 768-5011
Email: cdjou@honolulu.gov

Web: www.honolulu.gov/council/d4

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For More Information, Please Contact:
June 19, 2008 Councilmember Charles K. Djou

Phone: (808) 265-2858
COUNCILMEMBER DJOU: CITY MUST NOW DISCLOSE ITSPROPAGANDA

Honolulu City Councilmember Charles K. Djou (Waikiki, East Honolulu) reacted to Mayor
Mufi Hannemann allowing Bill 29, CD2, FD1, introduced by Councilmember Djou, to become law
without his signature. Bill 29 requiresthe City to clearly state in any television, radio or newspaper
advertisement purchased with taxpayer funds state that such advertising is ‘Paid for by City

taxpayers.’

“Propaganda is atool favored by all governments to manipulate the population. Inour
democracy, however, the government should disclose to the public when the government is using
the people’ s money to try to influence the people,” stated Councilmember Djou. “I am disappointed
in the mayor’ s refusal to accept that the people should know how he's spending their money, but |
am pleased that this measure will nevertheless become law. City taxpayers will now know when
their government is using their money for marketing directed at them.”

Bill 29 passed the City Council on June 4™ with no opposition from any councilmembers.
Djou’s hill requires the City government to match the practices of the Federal and State
governments by disclosing to the public that City tax money was used in any paid advertising.

Djou’s measure excludes public service announcements.

In recent months, the Hannemann administration has spent hundreds of thousands of
taxpayer dollars in paid advertising and public relations touting the City’ s proposed rail transit
system. Thereisno disclosure that City taxpayers paid for any of the propaganda purchased thus
far.
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