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The purpose of this trip was two-fold: 1) to attend the National Associati@ﬁ:Ef Counties o
(NACo) Annual Conference and Exposition in Kansas City, and 2) to visit a dem@hstratiq%
project involving the processing of waste to energy. As the newly appointed representative for
the Honolulu City Council to the Hawait State Association of Counties, it was important to
ensure that our Council, and our state, be represented at the national convention. | attended
workshops that dealt with green building technology, protecting communities from wildfires, and
how to deal with the media. The field trip to New Bedford comes at a time when the city is

moving ahead with purchasing the H-Power municipal solid waste to energy plant, and adding a
third boiler to the operation.

2008 NACo Annual Convention
Kansas City, Missouri

Before attending the Opening General Session of the conference, | learned that Kansas
City is going through its share of bad economic news. There was an auction of bank-owned
homes in the area, as well as announcement from Canada-based Bombardier that the company

has opted not to develop a jet manufacturing plant in Kansas City (instead, the company
decided to keep it "home” — and build it in Montreal).

The Opening General Session ran a video from presumptive Republican presidental
candidate Senator John McCain. The Senator told the assembled delegates that he, too, wants
to follow-through with NACo's theme this year -~ "Restoring The Partnership” between the

federal and local governments. McCain last addressed NACo at its legisiative conference in
Washington, D.C. iast year.

Eric Coleman, commissioner of Oakland County, Michigan, addressed the delegates in
this his last time that he will preside over a gathering of NACo (President Coleman attended the
Hawaii State Association of Counties convention June 9-10 in Waikiki). The incoming president
is Don Stapley, a supervisor with Maricopa County, Arizona.

The session then turned to its “live” speaker, David M. Walker, the President and CEO of
the Peterson Foundation and former Comptroller General for the United States. Walker's
presentation was a sobering one — in essence, he warned that the country is in dire fiscal straits
similar to the environmental crisis featured in the documentary “An Inconvenient Truth” (in fact,

Walker mentioned that the Foundation will soon release its own documentary, entitled “IOU -
USA™.

Walker said that America is in a $53 trillion hole — which he said equates to $175,000
per person in this country. Walker said the country’s fiscal condition “is worse than advertised”
and that the federal government continues to spend $1.20 for every dollar it takes in as revenue.

He said a remedy would be to have statutory limits on spending, as well as Constitutional
protections.
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Walker says his Foundation is “citizen-centered” and wants the federal government to be
more “goal-oriented.” He says while there is much talk about a fiscal deficit in this country — the
real problem is a “leadership deficit.” He says the country should take a lesson from history.
Walker said the Roman Empire fell because of several problems: the failure to secure its
borders, being over-extended militarily, moral failures, and fiscal irresponsibility. Walker says
the similarities can be seen today in America.

Workshop
How to Implement County Green Policies — Innovative Codes and Ordinances

The central question of this workshop was: while counties around the country are
adopting new policies to further environmental protection, energy efficiency and sustainabiiity,
are the policies actually being implemented? The bottom line ~ it takes political will and courage
to follow-through on ideas.

Christopher Duerksen, a principal with Clarion Associates, presented a draft
“Sustainable Community Development Code” (he joked that he actually wanted to be a bond
counsel, but didn't have the personality!). The code addresses a wide range of concerns
including climate change and greenhouse gas reduction, community health and safety, food
production and security, housing diversity and accessibility, natural hazards/wildfire, renewabie
energy (solar and wind) and water conservation.

Basically, this model code showcases tables, indicating levels of achievement, starting
with bronze, then silver, and the best, being the gold standard. The tables also identify
obstacles towards achievements, and how to overcome those obstacles. Finally, the tables
show that you can offer incentives in order to reach your desired level of achievement. The
third feature was model regulations — with the caveat that the regulations had to be enforced.
(An example of a model code is attached.)

Ms. Cosimina Panetti is the Training and Outreach Manager for the “Building Codes
Assistance Project”. She told the attendees that buildings consume much of a community's
energy - up to 40 percent. That's because it takes a lot of energy to ventilate, heat/cool and
light structures. She said energy efficient buildings produce positive outcomes: reduces stress
on the power grid, improves air quality (inefficient buildings give out more CO2 into the
atmosphere) relieves global warming and saves consumers money.

Workshop
Don’t Get Burned: Tools Your County Can Use to Reduce Wildfire Risk

The City & County of Honolulu had had its share of wildfires — there was a summer that
counted numerous brush fires on the west side which, while there was no structural damage,
injuries or deaths, nevertheless amounted to an inordinate amount of time and energy to battle
at taxpayer expense.

This workshop featured best practices to prepare communities who face the risk of
wildfires. Robert Roper, the chief of the Ventura County, CA, fire department, handed out
brochures that highlighted the Ventura County Wildfire Action Plan that featured two
approaches: evacuate early and stay and defend. Chief Roper said that "the most important
person in protecting your life and property is not the firefighter, but you.”
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Don Westover, the fire manager for Nebraska, shared with the audience several ways
that each state’s forestry agency can help municipalities: planning with local fire departments,
training city and/or county firefighters, fire suppression, aerial fire suppression, providing
equipment, fuel treatment and fire prevention.

The workshop attendees also learned of a residential fire hazard assessment program
conducted (with the help of student volunteers) by the state of Minnesota. The report card
ranked homes as low, moderate, high or extreme risk in the event of a wildfire. The program
also offers tips, ranging from minimal, to moderate, to high cost actions that property owners
could take advantage of to prepare for the event of a fire.

Workshop
Media Boot Camp: County News That Is Fit To Print

Even though | am a former TV news journalist, | always seek out new approaches to
getting the city's story out to the constituency. This workshop featured Don Kappel, the director
of public affairs for Chesterfield County, VA, and Brett Scott, the public information officer for
Kent County, DE. At one time, our City Council discussed whether we should add a media
relations officer to our staff (we had, for a brief time, someone on our staff who was 1o lobby the
state on issues and matters we felt were important to the city).

Mr. Scott stressed an old saying by Thomas Jefferson” “information to the people is the
most legitimate engine of government.” Scott was formerly the official U.S. Marine Corps
spokesman in Washington, DC. He said the media “is the only business protected by the U.S.
Constitution — that they have a constitutional ‘right’ to ask questions” He noted that the trends in
media indicate that most reporters are young, college-educated, have some experience, move
from market to market, are paid less that they deserve, and are trained to sniff out the 5Ws and
the H (who, what, when, where, why and how). Scott said that on balance, the media provide
benefit to our citizens, benefit to local governments, and are a vital help during natural and man-
made disasters. He also guoted Napoleon Bonaparte: *I fear one newspaper more than a
thousand bayonets.” He said the most common mistake when dealing with reporters is not
knowing what you are going to say before you are asked a question.

NACO has a Media Relations Guide for the counties. | have one in my office.

Field Trip
Review of Ze-Gen Waste-to-Energy Plant
New Bedford, Massachusetts

Honolulu City Councilmember Todd Apo joined me on this trip to review a waste to
energy plant in this Massachusetts town.

In the Fall of 2007, Ze-Gen entered into an agreement with the New Bedford Waste
Services, LLC, through the Massachusetts Depariment of Environmental Protection to
demonstrate the concept of using gasification to address waste and energy issues. Ze-Gen
engineers have developed technology that relies on gasification — the conversion of a solid to
gas, through a chemical process.
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In this particular case, Ze-Gen engineers process construction and demolition waste
through gasification to produce syngas comprising mainly of hydrogen and carbon monoxide. A
full-scale plant can eventually be built using syngas to produce electricity. (NOTE: about 2,000
tons a day of municipal solid waste is incinerated at H-Power in Honolulu — which is then used
as fuel to produce steam, which drives a turbine {0 generate 45 megawatts of electricity. Ze-
Gen has not yet turned to solid waste as a source of fuel. That's because unlike construction
waste, solid waste is an uneven, unpredictable blend that is more difficult to gasify efficiently,
according to Ze-Gen).

The financials for this next generation technology are crucial for the City & County of
Honolulu to understand. Councilmember Apo and | spent a day in Long Island, New York,
speaking with Mike Kolodner, financial consultant to Ze-gen. Kolodner runs all the pro forma
financials for various Ze-gen projects. We were able {o discuss in some detail what financial
benefits might accrue to the City with Ze-gen technology. Kolodner lives on Long Island
(Scuthhampton) and was unable o attend the New Bedford portion of the visit.

The construction and demolition waste is processed as feedstock and is gasified in a 28-
ton furnace set at 2,800-degrees Fahrenheit. Once slag from the process cools, it can be used
in construction. There is no ash and no need for a separate landfill for ash removal, thus the
carbon footprint is greatly reduced and creates far less of an impact on the environment. Ze-
Gen is awaiting word from the state of Massachusetts to reduce or revise its restrictions on the
incineration of municipal solid waste so that the plant can convert to that fuel as feedstock. Ze-
Gen is working towards how to dispose of municipal solid waste as its primary goal. The
company envisions a full-scale plant that would gasify 500 tons of waste per day and generate
30 megawatts of renewable energy for New Bedford.

Respectfully sybmitted,

Nestor R. Garcia, Member

Honolulu City Council

Council District IX

Floor Leader

Chair, Transportation & Fublic Works Commiftee

July 30, 2008
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City Council
City and County of Honolulu

CLAIM FOR TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT

Date: - 7-30-08
Traveler: Wﬂ&%‘?}ﬁéﬁﬂ% i A2 55 A AR 3 8 Pt 1o 0 e oo
Event: 2008 NACO Annual * Special Waste Energy Meeting
Location: Kansas City, MO . .
Dates:  Fom __ July 12, 2008 . To  July 18, 2008 .

1. Registration Fee  (FY08) -‘_______ 490,00
2. Airfare (FYO8) _1,293.89
3. Hotel Vl,lﬁ:}_lé _ Rate: 2" No. of Billable Days,
4. Meals . .37.05
5. Ground Transporation i
6. Tips | [
7. Other _ 374,00 . cancellation (Hotel Providence)
Other et it et s =
Other. R
8. Adjustment _(1,783.89)
- oTAL REIMBURSEMENT (FY09)  1,564.21 FY08 - $1,783.89
S FY09 — 1,564.21
TOTAL TRAVEL EXPENSES: $3,348.10

This is to certify that the above data, based upon receipts submitted to Council Administrative Support Services
via a CCLTRVLO? form, is accurate. Further, | am claiming reimbursement for expenses associated with a trip in which
City business was conducted and personal funds wers used to advance payment;
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